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As we look back on our first 6 months as co-presidents, we would like to share with you a few 

thoughts. 

 

We both attended the National Convention in Providence, RI in July.  There were many 

engaging and energizing sessions that reminded us of why we love to teach French.  If you’ve 

never been fortunate enough to attend, please consider joining us in New Orleans 19-22 July 

2014, or in Saguenay, Québec, 8-11 July 2015, where we will truly be immersed in the language!  

In fact, at our January 2014 workshop, we will be offering 2 free registrations to New Orleans, a 

$250 value, as part of the raffle for attending.   

 

Our newly elected National President, Sister Mary-Helen Kashuba, gave an affirming workshop 

on how to successfully teach beginning French to those with learning disabilities.  Repetition!  

Repetition!  Repetition!  At the end of the semester, she said many of her students commented 

that they never would have believed that they could have such a successful foreign language 

experience.  

 

One of the guest speakers at the Executive Council meeting in Rhode Island was Clay Pell.  

President Obama appointed Pell as Deputy Assistant Secretary for International and Foreign 

Language Education earlier in the year.  We were encouraged by not only his pro-language 

position but also by the fact that he speaks Spanish and Arabic.  At the end of his speech, Sister 

fielded 5-6 questions from the audience.  The last person called upon addressed him in Arabic.  

The transformation of his body language was just as interesting to watch as was hearing him 

converse in Arabic.  His wife, who was in the audience, murmured that she had never heard him 

speak Arabic before. 

 

Many people after the program gathered to have their pictures taken with Clay Pell and his wife. 

Unbeknownst to us until after the fact, his wife is none other than Olympic figure skater 

Michelle Kwan.  You just never know who might be present when attending an AATF National 

Conference. 

 

We were also fortunate to have had a presentation by Janel Lafond-Paquin for our Philadelphia 

Chapter Fall 2013 program at the end of September.  Janel is a nationally certified French 

teacher and also serves as the President of the Commission for Middle Schools for AATF.  She 

presented in Rhode Island as well.  Those who have heard her speak before know how dynamic a 

presenter she is and how generous she is with sharing many of her lesson plans and 

accompanying games.  Her presentation this time was on Québec:  Le chandail de hockey, 

L’univers de Siropcool et Le carnaval de Québec.  Chris used the concept of the “high five” 

review game that very next week in class.  And Janel was right, the students loved it. 

 

We continue to be hopeful for the future of French language education in our area.  The AATF 

Executive Council works hard each year brain-storming ideas for our 3 programs that we hope 

our membership will find useful each year, both on a personal level and in the classroom.  There 

are many public and private school districts in our area that offer rewarding French Exchange 

Programs.  Our students consistently perform well on the AATF National French Exam.  And we 



have the enthusiasm of our students in the classroom who return home each day and hopefully 

share that joy of learning French not only with their parents but with their younger siblings as 

well. 

 

Below you will find a list of the upcoming events in our area.  If attending a seminar or a 

workshop can be a meaningful learning experience, it can also be a relaxing and reenergizing 

moment, as well as an opportunity to socialize with other professionals like you.   

 

En attendant de vous voir à notre prochaine session en janvier, nous vous souhaitons de Joyeuses 

Fêtes! 

 

Chris & Edith 

 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND EVENTS 
(Red indicates locally presented AATF events.) 
 
January 25, 2014 AATF Philadelphia Winter Conference  (snow date:  February 1, 2014) 
Mardi Gras (Chestnut Hill College) (aatfphila.org) 
 
February 25, 2014 MCATFL Oral Proficiency Contest (www.mcatfl.org) 
 
February-March 2014 National French Contest 
FLES: February 14-28; Levels 01-5: March 1-10: (www.frenchteachers.org) 
 
March 22, 2014 AATF Philadelphia Spring Conference with MLAPV - Immigration and Identity in Contemporary 
French Music (Chestnut Hill College) (aatfphila.org) (mlapv.org) 
 
March 27-30, 2014 Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (Boston, MA) (www.nectfl.org) 
 
April 3-6, 2014 Northeast Modern Language Association Convention (Harrisburg, PA) 
(http://nemla.org/convention/2014) 
 
April 25, 2014 IUP Spring Methodology on Foreign Language Teaching (Blairsville, PA) 
(http://www.chss.iup.edu/spanish/methodsconf/Index.htm) 
 
May 1, 2014 MCATFL Spring Conference) Reconfigure your classroom: incorporating 4 skills in the 3 modes 
within a cultural context. (LaSalle College High School) (www.mcatfl.org) 
 
May 13, 2014 AATF Distribution des Prix – Le Grand Concours (Chestnut Hill College) 
 
July 19-22, 2014 National AATF Convention (New Orleans, LA) (www.frenchteachers.org) 
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